
Across the Drawbridge Knowledge Organiser Parts of a castle:

Key Vocabulary:

Past Something that has already happened.

Present Something that is happening now.

Defend To protect from danger or attack.

Conquer To fight for and take over a place.

Lords and 
Ladies

The people who owned and lived in castles

Peasants Poor people who lived in wooden homes.

Jesters People who helped entertain the Lords.

Knight A man who trained to fight and worked to 
protect the Lord and the castle. Roles in a castle

Banquet A fancy meal that took place in castles. •Lords •Bard •Knights • Jesters • Peasants

Key Words with images

Key Facts about Castles

• A long time ago, Kings or Lords lived in castles 
with their families. 

• A castle was a type of home that was built to 
protect the rich people inside.

• Castles were often built on hilltops and by water 
to make them easier to defend.

• Castles were usually made from stone. They are 
tall buildings with towers. 

• Many castles are now in ruins or are destroyed.
• Farleigh Hungerford has a ruined castle.

Types of Castle

Battlements The Keep
Bailey

Portcullis

Drawbridge

BarbicanTower

Arrow Loops

Moat

Motte & Bailey
Castle

Stone Keep &Concentric 
Castles

First type of castle. Made 
of wood and straw.

More modern. Made of 
stone and much stronger.

Tower Battlements The Keep Portcullis

Drawbridge Moat Arrow Loops Armour


